
Discovering and Using Your Spiritual Gift — Christchurch  18/5/02 
 
The Holy Spirit before Pentecost 
Isaiah 61:1 — on 
1 Samuel 10 — on 
 
John’s promise of the Holy Spirit 
Matthew 3:11 —  the one coming after him would baptise with the Holy Spirit 
and fire (alluding to Isaiah 44:3 Joel 2:28). 
 
Jesus’ promise of the Holy Spirit 
John 16 — The Holy Spirit, the Counsellor, would come and explain the truth 
about Christ and about sin, righteousness and coming judgment to the world. 
 
The coming of the Holy Spirit 
Acts 2 — a phenomenon accompanied by light, sound, cross-language 
communication and the gospel powerfully communicated. 
 
The giving of the Holy Spirit to some Gentiles 
Acts 10: 46, 47 —  a demonstration for the Jewish Peter about the gospel 
being for Gentiles too. 
 
The work of the Holy Spirit at conversion 
John 1:12, 3:7 — brings to new birth 
Ephesians 4 — called a baptism 
1 Corinthians 12:3 — baptised into one body 
Ephesians 1:13 — we receive the Spirit when we believe 
 
The fullness of the Holy Spirit 
Ephesians 5:18 — be filled. It is up to us. 
1 John 1:9 — confess and be forgiven 
Colossians 3: 1-17 — “put to death”: “put on”; “let the word”, “let the peace”; 
“be thankful” 
 
The Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
Romans 12:1-8 (fundamental motivations) 
1 Corinthians 12:4-10 (manifestations) 
1 Corinthians 12:27-28 (appointments) 
 
 
Paul’s framework for interpreting his writing about gifts: 
1 Corinthians 12:4 — gifts, services, workings 
 
One gift per believer 
Romans 12; 1 Peter 4:10 
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What to do 
 
1. Talk to God. 
 
2. Take time. 
 
3. Try everything. 
 
4. Take advice. 
 
5. Take off! 
 
 

 


